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of compulsory expropriation of land for the benefit of the
peasantry, and with compensation for the expropriated
landowners.
Shortly afterwards, I found on my desk a package con-
taining a number of mimeographed copies of a preliminary
project for the amelioration of peasant landownership,
drafted by Kutler's Commission, As His Majesty had
asked me to rush all the measures relating to the peasant
class, I immediately ordered copies of the project sent to
the members of the Council of Ministers and also to some
of the members of the Imperial Council. It was not before
late in the evening that I found a free moment to look into
Kutler's project. I found that it advocated compensated
compulsory expropriation of a portion of privately owned
land for the benefit of the peasants with insufficient hold-
ings. The project providing for such a measure appeared
to me untimely, to say the least. I had already noticed the
reactionary change in the attitude of the high spheres
toward the principle of compulsory expropriation. Conse-
quently I had those of the copies of the project which had
already gone out returned, and the following morning I
told Kutler that I considered the moment inopportune for
the discussion of the project of his Commission. The Min-
ister did not insist, but asked me to take up the principles
underlying the project at a private conference of the Min-
isters. I inquired whether he had taken the necessary
measures to keep the project secret. I was afraid, I ex-
plained, that it might be used as a pretext for all manner
of insinuations and intrigues. He had taken, he said, no
such measures, for the idea had not even occurred to him.
The private session of the Council took place soon after*
wards. The ministers, without exception, assumed a nega-
tive attitude toward the basic principle of Kutler's project.
They advanced as chief argument the inviolability and
sacrosanctitude of the institution of private property. I